
DocuSign Envelope ID: 12A61246-3855^DC8-A04E-3A153C7809DD

STATEMENT

IBERO-AMERICAN ALLIANCE FOR ACCESS TO
JUSTICE

Today, 31 May 2022, we meet to subscribe to and present to the global community, theIbero-

American Alllance for Access to Justice.

The Ibero-American AllÍance for Access to Justice is a network of representatives ofthe vast

ecosystem that works for justice in the región and includes intematÍonal organÍzations. non-

govemmental organizations. intergovemmental organizations, government and state bodies.

wlio represen!, among others, ministries of justice, public defenders. public ministries.

individuals and academia.

Those who make up this alliance. andthose who mightjoinus inthe fijture, seektojoin torees

to contribute to the acceleration ofthe implementation ofthe Sustainable Development Goal

(SDG) 16.3 in the región. To this end, we belÍeve it Ís essential to promete a regional normative

s tramework on access to justice. to genérate data and infonnation that allows us to gage the

demand torjustice, to exchange best prácticos and innovations. to evalúate existing policies as

well and develop people centered justice plans and models.

We base our efforts on the intemational action agenda established in the Pathfmders Task Forcé

report (2019) "Justice forAll", on the 100 rules of Brasilia on Access to Justice for people in

conditions ofvulnerability adopted in the XIV Ibero-American Judicial Summit in 2008 and

updaled in the Plenary Assembly ofthe XIX Edition ofthe Ibero-American Judicial Summit.

in April 2018. the Santiago Cuides for the Protection ofVictims and Witnesses ofthe Ibero-

American Association of Public Ministries fAIAMP) (2008). updatcd in 2010. and the

declaration on "Access to justice as an essential element to face incqualities regarding the

impact of CO VID-19". signed in Valparaíso, Chile, on January 14, 2022. as well as the

propasáis and recommendations made by civil society in the región in the document 'Towards

a Latin American Agreement for access tojustice".

As the Secretary General ofthe UN stated in his report kt0ur Common Agenda -paragraph 23

"Justice is an essenual dimensión ofthe social contract (...) The 2030 Agenda promises fo

promoíe the rule of la\\~ ana provide acceso to justice fbr all (target 16.3 of the Sustainahle

Developmenl Goals), but many juslice systems deliver only for the few ". Therefore, he

committed to promoting " u neiv visión for the rule of law. building on Sustainahle

Devefopment Goal 16 and the 2012 Declaration ofthe High-leve! Meeting of the General

Assemblv on the Rule ofLa\\.' ai the National ana International Levéis (see resolution 67,]) ".

This declaration is gziided by the principies of people centered justice, which have been

included in the "The Hague Declaratíon on Equal Access to Justice for All by 2030" (2019).

among which are: (J) Put people and their legal needs at the center ofjustice systems: (2)

Provide an effective response to justice problems; (3) Use Justice for prevention; (4) Provide

people with means to access services and opportumties.
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In the current global and regional context, after the COVID pandemic and its social, economic.

and political consequences. it is necessary to strengthen the ties that hold our societies together.

to strengthen the social contract. For this. a public justice system that places people, especially

the most vulnerable at its center is fundamental.

The countries that comprise Ibero-America share a common cultural, linguistic. social and

institutíonal heritage that facilitates collaboration and exchange on a regional scalc. In tum. our

countries share common challenges in advancing access tojustice for all. among whích are thc

need to strengthen democracy, the modemization ofjustice systems. the effectiveness ofrights

for groups in a situation of vulnerability. the equitable representation ofwomen and other

minority groups in positions of relevance and decisión making wíthln the justice system, the

production of up-to-date and quality information on the legal needs ot íts population. the

communication between various actors. among others .

Those ofus who make up this alliance agree on how benefícial it Ís for the countries ofthe

región to have an Ibero-American framework for the exchange of ideas, generation ofsynergies

and propasáis on a regional scale to achieve signifícant progress in the implementation ofSDG

16.3. to exchange best practices and experiences, promote the generation ofknowledge based

on evidence oriented towards action, enhance regional and inter-regional exchange and

conversation spaces.

The members of the alliance have exchangcd ideas, prcscnted their lincs of work. explored

strategies to accelerate the implementation of SDG 16.3, discussed opportunities for the

application of innovative models, identifíed the barriers and obstacles they face, and considered

recommendations. and potential commitments to achieve equal access tojustice for al!.

In order to move from justice for the few to justice for the many, the particípants consider that

it is necessary to direct a11 efforts to make the ideal ofpeople centered a reality.

As actors ofthe greal ecosystem of Ibero-American Justice, we plan to contribute in various

ways to the constructíon ofpeaceful, fair and inclusive societíes. One ofthem is the work that

we wíll carry out through the Ibero-American Alliance for Access to Justíce, which will

serve as a platfomi fbrjustice actors in the región to exchange experiences and in 2023 present

a regional progress report on access tojustice.

Al the outset, the Alliance will work on a regional progress report on access to justice in the

región to be presentcd in 2023. It will focus on the work carried out in the región around three

axes:

• Data and innovation: We will seek to provide a status ofthejustice gap. through the

tollowing actions:

Generation and analysis of data on thejustice eap.

Generation and Analysis of data on the digital divide and ICTs in the justice

ecosystem.

Data generation and analysis on openjustice

A compílation of innovative practices in access to justice programs.

• Normative framework for access tojustice: efforts will be made to suppon the process

of drawing up an agreement on a nonnative framework for access to justice for thc

región. This will be done within the framework of the Confcrcncc of Ministers of
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Justice ofIbero-American Countries (COMJIB) wíth the support ofthe Ibero-American

Judicial Summit, AIAMP, the Inter-American Association of Public Defenders

(AIDEF) and with contributíons from civil socíety, the formal sector and other actors

and regional networks dedicated lo justice. The development of National Plans for

Access to Justice will also be promoted, within the framework ot the Regional Strategy

for Access to Justice ofthe Ibero-American Program for Access to Justice ofCOMJIB.

• Lcave no one behind: Access to justice tor vulnerability groups: actions carried out

regarding access tojustice for groups in situations ofvulnerability will be systematízed

and reported. including:

Justice for Women

Justice for childrcn and adolcsccnts

Groups affected by múltiple structural inequalities. such as peoplc with

disabÍlities, belonging to indigenous communities, and/or other ethnic-cultural

diversities. including people of Afrícan descent, people made vulnerable by

victimization. migration. refügee status, and asylum seekers. and intcmal

displaccmcnt povetíy, gender. sexual orientation and gender identity. and

deprivation of libertar.

The participants highlighted thc ímportance oí the díversity ofmembers in the alliance, which
facilitates the exchange of information, joint work between civil society and govemmental.

intergovemmental and non-govemmental ínstitutíons. intemational organizations, and avoids

overlapping and duplication ofefforts.

We are aware of the nceds that the región presenls in terms of inslitutional and/or financial

support in order to achieve the goal of access to justice tbr al 1. For this reason, together with

the Global Actíon for Justice Coalition, we intend to forge new alliances and strengthen

collaboration. in line with the visión ofan inclusive and connected mu Iti lateral i sm. seeking the

implementation ofinnovativc and cvidcnce-based policíes. in order to improve access to justice

for alt in the región.
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This document was subscribed in the Hague, at the World Justice Forum on 31 May 2022 by the following

organizations: the Corrference of Ministers of Justice of Ihe Ibero-American Countries (COMJIB), the

InterAmerican Association of Public Defenders (AIDEF)/ the Iberomamerícan Assocíation of Public Prosecutors

(AIAIMP), Center for Justice Studies of the Americas (CEJA)/ Uníted Nations Development Program (UNDP)/

Intemational Iberoamerican Foundatíon for Administration and Public Policies (FIIAPP), World Justice Project

(WJP), Civil Association for Equality and Justice (ACIJ)/ Latinoamerican and Caribbean Network for Democracy

(REDLAD), Due Process of Law Foundation (DPLF), International Development Law Organization (IDLO)

For more information on Pathfínders and the alliance see: wwvu,iustice.sdEl6.plus
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